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being then fet. Some People oblerved tall Cones to 
arife in the Eaft, and to be carryed to the Weft pretty 
fwiftly in an ere<5fc Pofition, but 1 faw them not it has 
been reprelented here in all lorts of Appearances, Ar¬ 
mies, Battles, &c. and has put abundance of People 
in difmal Frights: But 1 had not an Imagination ftrong 
enough for it, &c- 

Novimb. 1 6 . Will. Maunder. 


VI, A further relation of the fame Appearance as 
feen at Dublin, communicated to the TuMifher 
by an unknown Hand, 

I T is with pleafure that I now give you the trouble 
of reading the eniuing Account of the furprizing 
Lights which on Tu.fday the tenth of November 
we faw in the Northern Semicircle of our Horizon. 

The Afternoon was very Calm and Serene; about 
fix in the Evening the Sky was ting’d with a firange 
kind of Light, and feme Streams began to projetft from 
the North and North Eaft. One of them arofe about 
N by E. and was nearly a Subtenle of an Arc between 
that and S. W, by Weft ; it was a little curvated toward 
the Sun, and what I faw of it (for the North part of 
the Horizon was conceal’d by Houfes) very much re- 
Iembled the tail of a Comet : About the fame time 
there was one or two which arofe in the Eaft, amend¬ 
ing obliquely fo as to leave she Zenith feverai Degrees 
to the North,, aid, 

Thefe Stria continu’d to appear and difappear alternate¬ 
ly til! toward Eight in the Evening; they were fyamidal , 
and their Vertices frequently proje&ed feverai Degrees 
to the South of our Zenith. 

Between 
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Between nine and ten I was agreeably furpriz’d with 
a kind of Corufcation, or Flafhing, that fliew’d it felf 
between twenty and fixcy Degrees from the Zer.ith, in 
the South or South by Weft 5 and which from four or 
five, fomecimes from more places at once, darted with 
a Velocity not much inferior to that of Lightning; and 
by interfering with each other produc’d a beautiful Tre- 
mour or Undulation in that tubtile Vapour, which I can¬ 
not better iiluftrare, than by comparing it to the Beams 
of the Sun, refiedfed on a Ceiling, from the Surfaces of 
two or three Bafbns of Water .• Thefe Waves of Light 
were only viuble at the inftant of Corufcation, and 
were of a pale whitifh Colour, fomewhat refembling the 
fiaflies produced by the violent agitation of Quickfilver 
in an Exhaufted Receiver; but io ftrong that a Gentle¬ 
man who about that time was in a Room by him, elf, 
without a Candle, aflur d me he took it for common 
Lightning: Thus it continued inceftantly for more 
than an Hour, during which time feveral lucid Areas, 
like little Clouds, difeover’d themf.ives in the pure 
Sky, and after they had continu’d about five or fix 
fecond Minutes, as near as 1 could guefs would in- 
ftantaneoufly difsppear; mod of them pretty much re- 
fembl'd a very thin white Smoke or Vapour illumina¬ 
ted by the Full Moon 

About three quarters paft Ten, this Vapour was al- 
moft fpent, or by a brisk Gale at South by -' eft difpers’d 
and driven to the Northward; at which time, be¬ 
tween the Weft and North, a vaft body of it, like a 
very bright Fiame-colour’d Crepufrulum, feem’d to be 
fix’d; From thi- Bafis feveral Beams or Stria of (Lining 
matter were at uncertain intervals, emitted ; and tho’ it 
was not fo fenfible to the Eaftward of the North,- yet 
feveral mighty Pillars were aifo ejected from thence; 
One, which if I miftuke not, arofe dirediy under 
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the Pole, was, above all others that had preceded 
it, both as to its Magnitude and Denfity fo furprizing, 
that I'm perfuaded the fmallefl Print might have been 
read by the Light thereof, had not that of the Moon, 
which fhone very bright, pretty much effac’d it: ’twas 
ting’d with a kind of Yellow and Violet Colour. In 
about two or three Minute-, it died away, and was fuc- 
ceeded by others of an inferior Order.* It was now about 
a quarter part: Eleven of the Clock, and nothing but 
repeated Phafes of the fame Spedacle offering them- 
felves to View; the Vibrating Motion had ceafed j the 
Vapour fhewed it felf no longer in lucid Areas ; the 
flreams of Light were not fo frequent, and thofe more 
languid than before ; and the bright Aurora having fet- 
led nearer the Horizon, I concluded the Scene was at an 
End, and accordingly gave over the queft of new Phe¬ 
nomena, with only obferving that about N. E. there ap 
pear'd fome Clouds that refleded an unufual kind of 
reddilh Light. Others, who thro’ a Principle of Fear 
fat up longer than I did, reprefent the End with very 
fu<prizing Circumftances ; but as it efcap’d the Eyes of 
thofe who were belt qualified to oblige the World 
with an Hiftory of it, fo I defpair of adding any 
thing that may be fatisfadory: and there were no doubt 
many Circumftances of Weight that I did notobferve; 
for the wonderful Variety this Phenomenon afforded, and 
the frequency and fuddennefs of its Alterations, made 
it impoliible for the Eye of any fingle Perfon to trace 
it. 

On Tuefday the 14 th of November we had the fame 
Phenomena repeated, tho’ not with the fame Variety: 
About a quarter paft ten at Night, a vaft Body of 
Ihining matter was colleded between N. W. by Weft, 
and N. by E. in the form of the Segment of a Circle, 
whofe Center was about 25 or 30 Degrees below the 

Horizon; 
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Horizon ; from its Periphery a few fhort Pyramidal Streams, 
of che fame luminous Vapour, afcended by a How and 
nearly uniform Motion, and were exceeding rare fo as 
not to efface the fmaileft of the fix’d >tars; and in a Mi¬ 
nute or two vanifh'd : It was very remarkable that the 
Light which that Colle&ion of Vapour emitted was fo 
great, that in the otherwife very dark Night, I cou’d 
thereby fat three quarters paft Ten) read the Title of the 
laft Philof. Tranfaff, which then happen’d to lye on my 
Desk; and at four or five Yards diftancefee the final- 
left Books in my Study. 


VII. An Account of another Very confiderable Au¬ 
rora Borealis obferVed at Streatham in Surrey, 
by Mr. Thomas Hearne $ and Communicated 
by Coll. Francis Nicholfon, R. S. S, 

H Aving feen Dr. Halleys Account of the Corufi 
cations in the Morning and Evening of Novemh. 
i oth. (and the Letter annexed to it from Devonshire) l 
had the Pleafure to find the Obfervations made upon 
that Appearance very agreeable to what I had my 
felf obferved the Evening of that Day; and to what f 
did not at that time obferve, but had an opportunity 
of obferving in the Night of Dec. n. I believe much 
more plainly than Dr. Halley had in the Night of No¬ 
vember to. 

Dee. nth. About one a Clock at Night (or rather 
in the Morning of Dec. n th) I was called to obferve 
Corufcations which appeared of a much different Co¬ 
lour, and in a very different manner from any I had 
before feen. 
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